
Fantastic Female Fantasy 

 

Holding Out for a Hero(ine) 

 

The year is 1983. A young girl trades places with her twin brother, disguising herself as a boy to pursue 

her dream of becoming a knight. So begins Alanna: The First Adventure, and the start to Tamora 

Pierce's thirty year writing career in YA high fantasy. Today the words Tamora Pierce are synonymous 

with high quality fantasy adventures starring teenage heroines who refuse to let the world to get in the 

way of their dreams. The range of her writing has attracted a broad audience, from preteens to adults. 

This pathfinder is designed to recommend a diverse selection of YA fantasy titles that will appeal to 

fans of Tamora Pierce's immersive worldbuilding, action-packed storylines, and strong female 

protaganists. 

 

 
 

 

Eon: Dragoneye Reborn by Alison Goodman (2008) 

Twelve year old Eon has been training for years to be accepted as a 

Dragoneye, an apprentice to one of the twelve energy dragons of good 

fortune. His success all depends on his ability to keep a dangerous secret 

-- that twelve year old Eon is actually sixteen year old Eona. 

Read it if: You like high narrative tension, fantasy that departs from a 

European setting, and a nuanced look at what it's like to live while 

constantly having to hide your identity.  

Recommended For Ages 13+ 

 
 

 



 

The Girl of Fire and Thorns by Rae Carson (2011) 

Princess Elisa discovers her destiny after being married off to the king 

of a neighbouring kingdom and being pursued by enemies with 

powerful dark magic. 

Read it if: You like fast paced plot, high emotional intensity, and 

watching a heroine go through extreme character development by way 

of facing everything that scares her most. 

Recommended for Ages 12+ 

 

The Hero and the Crown by Robin McKinley (1985) 

Aerin has been haunted by the legacy of her 'witchwoman' mother since 

birth. Little does she know that she has inherited both her mother's 

powers and a destiny. 

Read it if: You like epic sagas, sophisticated writing, and heroines willing 

to defy convention to stay true to themselves. 

Recommended For Ages 13+ 

 

 
 

 

The Shadow Speaker by Nnedi Okarafor (2007) 

In post-apocalyptic 2070 West Africa, fifteen-year old 'shadow-speaker' 

Eiji journeys across the Sahara to find her father's killer, discovering 

more about her powers along the way. 

Read it if: You like leisurely-paced stories, extraordinarily imaginative 

worldbuilding, and fantasy that thinks to the future rather than the 

past. 

Recommended for Ages 10+ 

 



The Bone Doll's Twin by Lynn Flewelling (2001) 

When her uncle Erius usurps the throne of her mother and embarks on a 

campaign of murder against his female relatives to ensure the succession 

for his male heir, Tobin, a young princess, grows up hidden in a male 

form by a dark magic designed to protect her until she can claim her 

rightful destiny. 

Read it if: You like intricate plotting, suspense, and exploring the moral 

implications of what means can be justified for noble ends. 

Recommended For Ages 16+ 

 
 

 

Moribito: Guardian of the Spirit by Nahoko Uehashi (2008) 

When wandering warrior for hire Balsa saves a boy from drowning, 

her reward is the responsibility of continuing to protect the boy, Prince  

Chagum, in his quest to deliver the egg of a water spirit to the sea. 

Read it if: You like action-packed stories, older protaganists than are 

typical in YA, and exploring themes of colonialism in a fantasy setting. 

Recommended for Ages 10+ 

 

Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Mass (2012) 

After serving a year of hard labor in the salt mines of Endovier for her 

crimes, eighteen-year-old assassin Celaena Sardothien accepts the Crown 

Prince's offer of freedom in exchange for acting as his champion in a 

competition to find a new royal assassin. 

Read it if: You like romance, political intrigue, and seeing an entirely 

different take on the Cinderella fairytale. 

Recommended For Ages 14+ 

 
 



 

 

The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms by N. K. Jemisin (2010) 

After Yeine Darr is summoned to the majestic city of Sky and named 

an heiress to the Hundred Thousand Kingdoms, she is thrust into a 

vicious power struggle with cousins she's never known, drawing ever 

closer to the secrets of her mother's death and her family's bloody 

history. 

Read it if: You like fantasy on an epic scale, unique mythology, and 

explorations of the moral dilemmas associated with pursuing power. 

Recommended for Ages 16+ 

 

Cold Magic by Kate Elliott (2010) 

On the eve of the Industrial Revolution, Cat is taken from her home and 

forced to marry a powerful Cold Mage; becoming drawn into a labyrinth 

of politics involving blood, betrayal, and old feuds. 

Read it if: You like intricate worldbuilding, family relationships, and 

fantasy willing to actively challenge monarchy as an institution. 

Recommended For Ages 16+ 

 

 
 

 

Graceling by Kristin Cashore (2008) 

In a world where some people are born with extreme and often-feared 

skills called Graces, Katsa struggles to define herself as something 

other than the role of an assassin her Grace suits her for. 

Read it if: You like action packed stories, romance, and character arcs 

rooted in exploring power and autonomy.  

Recommended for Ages 14+ 



 

The Seer and the Sword  by Victoria Hanley (2003) 

When Princess Torina's father returns from war he presents her with two 

gifts: a crystal that gives visions of the future and Landen, the son of his 

conquered enemy for her slave. Years later, those gifts are all that are left 

to aid her in winning back her kingdom from exile. 

Read it if: You like intrigue, romance, and well thought out dialogue 

about the nature of war and pacifism. 

Recommended For Ages 11+ 

 

 
 

 

Basara by Yumi Tamura (2003) -- 28 volume graphic novel series 

In a post-apocalyptic Japan, Sarasa adopts her dead twin brother's 

role as the 'child of destiny' in order to lead her people in revolution 

against the oppressive Red King. 

Read it if: You like unique art styles, large well-developed casts, and 

stories that are genuinely epic in scale. 

Recommended for Ages 15+ 

 

Young Warriors: Stories of Strength edited  by Tamora Pierce and 

Josepha Sherman (2003)  --  Anthology 

What makes a warrior? Tamora Pierce and Josepha Sherman compile 

fifteen original short stories from some of today's most acclaimed YA 

fantasy writers in response to that question. 

Read it if: You like short stories, a variety of settings, and the 

opportunity to test out new authors without the commitment of a 

novel. 

Recommended For Ages 12+ 

 

 
 



 

Ink-Stained Amazons and Cinematic Warriors: Superwomen in Modern 

Mythology by Jennifer K. Stuller (2010)  --  Non-fiction 

In this comprehensive history, inquiry, critique, and reference guide, 

Stuller argues that Superwomen, from Wonder Woman to Charlie’s 

Angels, are more than just love interests or sidekicks who stand by 

their supermen. She shows how the female hero in modern mythology 

has broken through the traditional boy's club barrier to reveal the 

pivotal role of high-heeled crimefighters in popular culture.  

Read it if: You're interested in following the figure of the female hero 

from traditional fantasy into contemporary mythology, and want 

recommendations of books and cinema. 

 

Beyond the Myth: The Story of Joan of Arc by Polly Schoyer Brooks  

(1999)  --  YA Non-fiction 

In fifteenth century France, a peasant girl from the countryside 

accomplished what appeared to be a miracle, claiming God had chosen 

her to rally the dispirited French nation in battle against the English. 

Polly Brooks follows Joan from her rise to leadership to her early death 

burnt at the stake.  

Read it if: You'd like to read the story of a real historical female knight 

and leader, the non-fiction analogue to Tamora Pierce's Alanna. 

Recommended For Ages 12+ 
 

 

 
 

How to Hunt for Further Heroines 

Goodreads 

Goodreads is a popular social cataloguing and book review website. Like amazon.com it will offer 

readalikes for titles based on what books other 'Readers Also Enjoyed'. Additionally, if you create an 

account on the website and input your books it will create personalized recommendations based on 

your bookshelves. 

https://www.goodreads.com/


 

Library Thing 

Similar to Goodreads, library thing is a social cataloguing and review website. Like Goodreads it offers 

recommendations and a 'Readers Also Enjoyed' feature. It differs from Goodreads in that it employs a 

cloud tagging system rather than bookshelves, which can facilitate finding readalikes (you could, for 

example, search for additions to this list by cross-referencing the tags for 'young adult', 'fantasy' and 

'female protaganist'). 

 

literature-map 

literature-map is a subset of gnod; a self-adapting system designed to build media recommendations 

based on what it learns from website visitors. It is an interactive literature map, providing a visual web 

of similar authors for whatever author you search for.  

 

NoveList 

NoveList is an excellent readers advisory tool, providing detailed information on over 155, 000 titles. It 

allows you to search for readalikes by author, title, or series. Additionally it catalogues appeal factors 

such as pacing, style, and mood, helping you to see whether suggested readalikes actually capture what 

you enjoyed about your previous book. 

 

Resources for Further Research 

 

Eyes on the Author: Tamora Pierce by Miss Sokal 

Would you like to know more about Tamora Pierce? Perhaps check her back catalogue, see if she's 

authored any additional books you haven't read? This author profile provides information on some of 

her strengths as an author, her critical reception, and a comprehensive bibliography. 

 

Tamora Pierce's Recommended Reading Lists 

If you'd like additional readalikes, Tamora Pierce maintains several lists of recommended YA novels on 

her website, including lists of 'Young Female Protaganists in SFF/Fantasy', 'Recommended Books for 

Teens', and yearly lists of her Favourite Books. 

http://www.librarything.com/
http://www.literature-map.com/
http://www.ebscohost.com/novelist
http://misssokal.wordpress.com/2014/02/11/eye-on-the-author-tamora-pierce/
http://tamorapierce.com/recbooks/index.html

